
Codes and Zoning Committee Meeting: Minutes 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020  6:00 pm  at the community center 

 

Members present: 

Landon Gulley  Ken Buckmaster  Sam Edwards 

Dwight Jewell  Coy Dickey   Shane Burton 

John Oliver   Steve Whittaker  Mayor Chambers 

 

Not present: Gary Walsh 

 

Chairman Gulley called the meeting to order. 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Old Business: 

-The committee continued with their task of updating the building codes for the county. We 

have the option to approve the state codes, which have been updated to reflect changes in 

building standards. There are two different codes, one for residential construction and the 

other for all other types of construction.  

There had been some questions on the general construction codes, but they have been 

addressed and concerns answered. 

After some discussion, motion by Ken Buckmaster to send the New Revised 2018 Building 

Codes, 129-2016-09, to the full commission for approval. 

Second by Shane Burton. Passed unanimously. 

Then the committee continued with their discussion of the new residential building codes. 

The main point of contention is whether to include the mandatory use of sprinkler systems 

in new home construction…which would automatically turn on when they sense intense heat, 

thus putting out fires before they can consume an entire structure, thus saving property and 

lives. 

The discussion centered on the added expense to a home as well as how such systems work. 

For example, the sprinklers would be installed in the attic space and would be placed in all 

rooms, but only the sprinkler in the room with the fire would be triggered by the heat. The 

other rooms would not be affected. 

To further help the committee and the full commission in making their decision, the 

committee has invited a mobile demonstration bus to a special meeting, scheduled for next 

Tuesday, September the 22nd at 6:00 pm in the area beside the community center. The bus 

will have a demonstration room with a sprinkler and will be set on fire to show how a 

sprinkler system functions. There will be people in attendance to answer questions on cost, 

how it effects a home owner’s insurance, etc.  

All county commission members will be invited to attend the demonstration. 

After seeing the demonstration, the Codes and Zoning Committee will meet again and decide 

whether to add sprinklers to our local residential building codes. 

New Business: 

-a committee member brought up the need to address downtown sidewalk maintenance, 

especially as the new sidewalks on Main Street will be kept weed free and clean, but the 

adjoining sidewalks and lots are in poor condition and have weeds and trash. Codes Official 

Sam Edwards informed the group that, if a community resident goes to the website for his 

office, there is an online form that can be filled out complaining about a specific property. 

Once he gets a complaint, he will contact the property owner and try to get them to comply 

with existing codes on sidewalk and lot maintenance. Acknowledging that his schedule is full 

due to the large number of new homes being built, he will act as his time allows. 

 

With no further business, the committee adjourned. 

 

Minutes submitted by committee secretary, John Oliver 


